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TTo  B e  W h e re  Yo u  A re

S p r i n g  w a s  c a n c e r  s e a s o n  f o r  f r i e n d s .  ( Y o u  m i g h t

w a n t  t o  c a n c e l  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  u s . )  W h e n  K o s m o  ( C a r o l

K o s m i c k e )  b e g a n  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  l i t t l e  s e i z u r e s  a n d  s o m e

n u m b n e s s  i n  h e r  h a n d ,  t h e y  w e r e  b a r e l y  d e t e c t a b l e ,  b u t

s h e ' s  n o t  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  f o r  n o t h i n g ;  s h e  r e c o g n i z e d

t h e  s y m p t o m s  a n d  h a d  a  n e u r o l o g y  w o r k - u p  o n  a

F r i d a y .  B y  M o n d a y  t h e  t e s t s  c a m e  b a c k  s h o w i n g  a  b r a i n
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t u m o r .  A n d  j u s t  t h a t
q u i c k ,  e v e r y t h i n g  t e l e-
s c o p e d  a s  w e  r u s h e d  t o
f o c u s  o n  h e r  b e a u t i f u l
h e a d  o f  r e d  h a i r ,  a p p r e-
h e n s i v e  a b o u t  t h e
e n e m y  c r a d l e d  w i t h i n .
P l a n s  w e r e  d r o p p e d ,
f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y
g a t h e r e d  t o  c r a m  i n
g o o d  t i m e s  w i t h  f o o d
a n d  " S e t t l e r s  o f
C a t a n , "  b e c a u s e  w h o
k n e w  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p-
p e n  n e x t ?  D u r i n g  h e r
s u r g e r y  w e  h u n g  a r o u n d
p r a y i n g  a n d  w a i t i n g  f o r
t h e  r e s u l t s .  I t  w a s
g o o d  n e w s  b a d  n e w s .
A l t h o u g h  t h e  t u m o r
w a s  a  t y p e  o f  c a n c e r ,
i t  w a s  a  r e l i e f  t o  h e a r
t h e m  s a y  t h e y  t h i n k  t h e y
" g o t  i t  a l l "  a n d  s h e  w a s
g o i n g  t o  b e  o k a y .  T h a t
w a s  a  l a v i s h  b l e s s i n g .

A n o t h e r  f r i e n d
l e a r n e d ,  h e  h a s  p r o s t a t e
c a n c e r  a n d  n o w  w a i t s  f o r
t e s t s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  w o n-
d e r i n g  w h a t  c o u r s e  o f
t r e a t m e n t  t o  t a k e .  H i s
d o c t o r  d i s c o v e r e d  i t  b y
c h a n c e  ( t h o u g h  w e  d o n ' t
r e a l l y  b e l i e v e  i n
" c h a n c e " ) .  T h a t ' s  b l e s s-
i n g .

T h e n  t h e r e ' s  l i t t l e
A m e l i a  -  s i x  m o n t h s  o l d .
S h e  s t a y e d  a t  o u r  h o u s e
w i t h  h e r  m o m  a n d  d a d
f o r  t h e  L ' A b r i  c o n f e r e n c e
i n  F e b r u a r y .  E v e n  t h e n
s h e  w a s  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a
c o l d  t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  g o
a w a y .  S o m e  d a y s  l a t e r
t h e y  l e a r n e d  s h e  h a s  a n
a g g r e s s i v e  h a r d - t o -
t r e a t  f o r m  o f  l e u k e m i a .
S h e ' s  a  t i n y  f i g h t e r  a n d
w e  p r a y  t h a t  G o d  a n d  a l l
h i s  a n g e l s  w i l l  a s s i s t  h e r
t h r o u g h  c h e m o ,  l u m b a r
p u n c t u r e s ,  a n d  d a y s
w i t h o u t  w h i t e  c e l l s  t o
f i g h t  t h e  s m a l l e s t  i n f e c-

t i o n .  A n d  t h a t  h e ' l l  k e e p
h e r  p a r e n t s  s u s t a i n e d
t h r o u g h  b l u r r y  d a y s  o f
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  t h e  h o p e s
t h a t  h e r  b l o o d  c o u n t s

a r e  t h e  g o o d  o n e s .
M u s i c  c a n  d e e p l y  b l e s s

i n  m o m e n t s  o f  s p e e c h-
l e s s  a f f l i c t i o n .  K a t y
B o w s e r  s i n g s ,  " I ' d  l i k e  t o
b e  w h e r e  y o u  a r e ,  I ' d  l i k e
t o  r e a l i g n  t h e  s t a r s . . . "
[ d o w n l o a d  t h e  s o n g  a t
h t t p : / / w w w . m y s p a c e . c o m
/ k a t y b o w s e r m u s i c ]
K a t y ' s  s o n g  i s  a  d e c l a r a-
t i o n  o f  l o v e  t o  s o m e o n e ,
a  g u y ,  I  a s s u m e ,  b u t  i t ' s
f i t  f o r  p a r e n t s  i n  l o v e
w i t h  a  c h i l d ,  t o o .  A  p a r-
e n t  m i g h t  w i s h  t h a t  j u s t
f o r  a  m i n u t e ,  f o r  a n
h o u r ,  a  d a y ,  o n e  c o u l d
f o r g e t  t h i s  s m a l l  p e r s o n ,
t h i s  d e m a n d i n g  o f f -
s p r i n g  w i t h  t h e  b i g  v o i c e
a n d  o f f e n s i v e  s m e l l s
t h a t  c a n  k i l l  a n  e n t i r e
s u b d i v i s i o n .  B u t  w h e n
f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  u n b e a r-
a b l e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l o s i n g
t h a t  c h i l d ,  w e  t a k e  i t  a l l
b a c k .  A s  t h e  s o n g
d e c l a r e s :  " F a r  f r o m  y o u
i s  m y  l e a s t  f a v o r i t e
p l a c e .  W h e n  I  s a i d  I  n e e d-
e d  s p a c e ,  I  o n l y  m e a n t  a
l i t t l e ;  I  l i k e  t o  b e  w h e r e
y o u  a r e . "  W e  d e c l a r e  i t  i n
t h e  m i d s t  o f  u n c e r t a i n

f u t u r e s  a n d  s l e e p l e s s
n i g h t s  o f  p r a y e r :  l e t  m e
b e  t h e  o n e ;  I ' l l  t a k e  t h e
h i t  i n  m y  b o d y .  I  i m a g i n e
J e n  o r  S t e v e  c o u l d  s i n g
t h i s  t o  A m e l i a .  I f  o n l y  w e
c o u l d  " r e a l i g n  t h e
s t a r s . "

C r o s s i n g  De a t h
A n o t h e r  f r i e n d  c o u r a-

g e o u s l y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  l i v e
a s  n o r m a l l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,
b l e s s i n g  h e r  f a m i l y  i n  t h e
o r d i n a r y  a n d  t h e  e v e r y-
d a y  w h i l e  h e r  b l o o d  c e l l s
g a l l o p  f o r w a r d  w i t h  a n
u n t r e a t a b l e  l e u k e m i a .
S h e  s a y s :  " I  a m  n o t  p a r-
t i c u l a r l y  a n x i o u s  o r  s a d .
I  h a v e  k n o w n  s i n c e  I  w a s
t w e l v e  t h a t  m y  d a y s  a r e
l i m i t e d  a n d  i n  G o d ' s
h a n d s .  I  h a v e  e v e r y  c o n-
f i d e n c e  i n  G o d ' s  w i s d o m
a n d  H i s  c h o i c e s  f o r  m y
f u t u r e .  I  k n o w  t h a t  H e
w i l l  h e a l  m e  i f  H e  t h i n k s
i t  b e s t  ( m e d i c a l  w i s d o m
a s i d e ) ,  a n d  H e  w i l l  t a k e
m e  h o m e  i f  H e  t h i n k s  i t
b e s t . "  

H e r  c o u r a g e  i s  a n o t h-
e r  s o r t  o f  b l e s s i n g ;
s h e ' s  a  m o d e l  f o r  u s ,
b e c a u s e  w e  a l l  k n o w  i n
o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r  w e
e v e n t u a l l y  l e a v e  t h i s
l i f e ,  a n d  w e  w o n d e r  i f
w e ' l l  h a v e  t h e  n e r v e  t o
f a c e  d e p a r t u r e  w h e n  i t ' s
t i m e .  W i t h  c a n c e r  w e
s o m e t i m e s  k n o w  w h e n  w i l l
b e  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t o  t a k e
a  s h o w e r  b y  o n e s e l f ,  o r
d r i v e  t h e  c a r ,  o r  c e l e-
b r a t e  E a s t e r  w i t h  t h e
f a m i l y .  T h a t  c o u l d  b e  a
d a n g e d  h o p e l e s s
p r o s p e c t  w i t h o u t  C h r i s t .
T h e  p o w e r f u l  b l e s s i n g  h e
r e s t s  u p o n  o u r  b o d i e s ,
u p o n  o u r  e n t i r e  b e i n g ,  i s
t h a t  h e  g o t  t h e r e  b e f o r e
u s  a n d  n o w  h e  b e c k o n  u s
t o  f o l l o w  w h e n  i t ' s  o u r

Where’s my Ben & Jerrys?
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t u r n .  W e  a r e  d e s t i n e d
f o r  t h i s :  T o  f o l l o w  J e s u s
t h r o u g h  d e a t h  t o  t h e
b e a u t y  o f  r e s u r r e c t i o n .

I t ' s  l i k e  w h e n  m y
b r o t h e r  a n d  I  u s e d  t o
c r a w l  t h r o u g h  t h e  c u l-
v e r t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  o u r
d r i v e w a y .  I ' d  s q u a t  d o w n
a n d  c a l l  h i m  t h r o u g h ,
s h o u t i n g  d o w n  t h e  e c h o -
y  t u n n e l ,  I  m a d e  i t ,  y o u
c a n ,  t o o ,  y o u ' r e  a l m o s t

h e r e ,  k e e p  c r a w l i n g ,  k e e p
c r a w l i n g ;  a n d  w h e n  h e
e m e r g e d  o n  t h e  o t h e r
s i d e  o f  t h e  d i t c h ,  d i r t y
a n d  a  l i t t l e  d a m p  o n  t h e
k n e e s ,  w e ' d  s t a n d
t o g e t h e r  a m o n g  t h e  w a v-
i n g  c a t t a i l s  l a u g h i n g  l i k e
w e ' d  t h w a r t e d  t h e
N a z g u l .

S E L S B
W h e n  I  r e a d  t h e  d a i l y

p a p e r  I  g e n e r a l l y  p a u s e
o n  t h e  g a m e s  p a g e  w h e r e
I  c h e c k  o u t  s u d o k u  a n d
d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  t o o
e a s y ,  t o o  h a r d ,  o r  j u s t
r i g h t  -  l i k e  G o l d i l o c k s
p a s s i n g
t h r o u g h
t h e
T h r e e
B e a r s '
c a b i n .
J u s t
r i g h t
t a k e s
a b o u t
t e n
m i n u t e s
c o n c e n-
t r a t e d ,
t w e n t y
d i s -
t r a c t e d
i f  I ' m  w a t c h i n g  F o x  N e w s
-  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n a b l e
p a s t i m e .  I  g l a n c e  a t  t h e
w o r d  j u m b l e s .  I f  m y  b r a i n
d o e s n ' t  d e c i p h e r
F E C O E F *  o r  I P H A C T T E * *
i n  t e n  s e c o n d s  o r  l e s s
i t ' s  p r o b a b l y  n o t  g o i n g
t o  g e t  i t ,  e v e r .  I t ' s  a
v i s u a l  t a l e n t  a n d  n o t h i n g
t o  d o  w i t h  l o g i c  o r  i n t e l-
l i g e n c e  w h i c h  m a k e s  o n e
m o r e  u s e l e s s  p a s t i m e
a l t h o u g h  I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k
f a s t  m e a n s  s m a r t .  W h e n
I  s a w  S E L S B  t h e  o t h e r
d a y ,  I  w a s  p l e a s e d  w h e n
i t  p o p p e d .  T h e n  j u s t  a s
s u d d e n l y  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f
t h e  w o r d  s t r u c k .  " T o
e n d o w  s o m e o n e  w i t h  a
p a r t i c u l a r  c h e r i s h e d
t h i n g  o r  a t t r i b u t e . "  T h e
w o r d  g a v e  m e  a  l i t t l e
t h r i l l ,  l i k e  f i n d i n g  a n
a r r o w h e a d  i n  t h e  s a n d ,
o r  a n  u n c l a i m e d  p i e c e  o f
c h o c o l a t e  t o r t e  o n  t h e
c o u n t e r .  C o u l d  t h i s  b e
G o d  t a l k i n g  t o  m e ?  I  l i k e
t o  b e  b l e s s e d .  I  l i k e  a

h a n d  o n  m y  h e a d  w i t h
a u t h o r i t y  s a y i n g ,  " I
b l e s s  y o u ,  e x t r a v a g a n t-
l y ,  l a v i s h l y . "

* c o f f e e
* * p a t h e t i c .

B l e s s i n g  L e s s o n s
I  w i s h  I  c o u l d  b l e s s

S a r a h ,  a  y o u n g  m o t h e r
w h o  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e
b l o g  o f  a n o t h e r  y o u n g
m o t h e r .  S h e ' s  i n  a  f a m i l-
i a r  p l a c e  f o r  m o m s  i n  o u r
c u l t u r e .  I t ' s  o f t e n  i s o-
l a t e d  a n d  l o n e l y  t h e r e .
S h e ' s  g o t  g o o d  q u e s-
t i o n s  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f
h u m o r .  I  w a n t  t o  t e l l  h e r ,
m y  h a n d  o n  h e r  h e a d ,
y o u ' l l  b e  o k a y ,  G o d
t e a c h e s  u s  t o  b r e a t h e  i n
p l a c e s  l i k e  t h i s .

S a r a h  w r i t e s :
. . . i  l o v e  m y  b o y  ( o n l y

1 0  m o n t h s ,  a n d  m y  O N LY
O N E ,  m i n d  y o u )  a n d  i  a m
s o  t h a n k f u l  t o  b e  a b l e ,  t o
b e  g i v e n  t h e  g i f t  o f  b e i n g
h o m e  w i t h  h i m . . . b u t  o h
h o w  i  w o u l d  j u s t  l i k e  t o
s i t  d o w n  i n  t h e  t i n y  c o r -
n e r  o f  t h e  g u e s t  r o o m
a n d  w o r k  o n  t h e  u n f i n -
i s h e d  p a i n t i n g  t h e r e ,  o r
s t a r t  r e u p h o l s t e r i n g  t h e

Tolkein’s Nazgul 

You have ten seconds. 



c h a i r  o r  f i n i s h  p u t t i n g
t h e  p a p e r  l e a v e s  o n  t h e
g i a n t  t r e e  i n  m y  b e d r o o m
( t h a t  i  q u i t  w o r k i n g  o n
e x a c t l y  1 0  m o n t h s  a n d  2
w e e k s  a g o ) . . . i  w o u l d  j u s t

b e  h a p p y  t o
m a k e  d i n n e r
w i t h o u t  a  s m a l l  w h i n i n g
c r y i n g  b a b y  s c o o t i n g
a b o u t  c l i n g i n g  t o  m y
a n k l e s  t r y i n g  t o  a l t e r -
n a t e l y  e a t  d o g  f o o d ,  f i n d
t h e  o n l y  b r e a k a b l e  d i s h
i n  t h e  o n e  c a b i n e t  t h a t  i s
n o t  k i d - p r o o f e d ,  o r  l i c k
t h e  f l o o r  ( t h a t  h a s n ' t
b e e n  m o p p e d  i n
m o n t h s . . . ) .  s i g h .  a n d  t h i s
d o e s n ' t  e v e n  t o u c h  o n
t h e  3  d o z e n  m o v i e s
u n s e e n  o r  t h e  d e e p l y
d i s t u r b i n g  d o u b t s  a b o u t
t h e  c a n o n  o f  S c r i p t u r e  o r
t h e  i n s c r u t a b l e  w i s d o m
i n  G o d  c h o o s i n g  t o
i n c a r n a t e  H i m s e l f  - -  o r
h o w  c o u l d  G o d  t a k e  o n
h u m a n  n a t u r e  o r  d i e . . . i
b a r e l y  h a v e  t i m e  t o  p r a y
e a c h  d a y  l e t  a l o n e  d e l v e
i n t o  t h e s e  e a t i n g ,  c a n -

c e r o u s  q u e s t i o n s . . . i  h a v e
n o  i d e a  h o w  y o u  k e e p
y o u r  s o u l i s h  p a r t s
b r e a t h i n g  w i t h  f i v e  s m a l l
c h i l d r e n . . . A n d  t h e  f u n n y,
t w i s t e d  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  i  d o

w a n t  m o r e
c h i l d r e n .  i ' v e
b e e n  p r a y i n g
f o r  m o r e  a n d
y e t  i  f e e l  a l l
c r u m b l y  a n d
u n - m o o r e d
w i t h  o n l y  o n e .
a n d  a s  i  t y p e
t h i s  w i t h  o n e
h a n d ,  m y  b o y
w i g g l e s  o f f  m y
l a p ,  t r i e s  t y p -
i n g  t o o ,  e a t s  a
t h i n g  o f  c h a p -
s t i c k ,  p u l l s  o n
c o m p u t e r
c o r d s ,  a n d
t h e n  b e a m s  u p
a t  m e  w i t h  t h i s
j o l l y  l i f e - g i v i n g
g r i n  b e f o r e
b r e a k i n g  o u t
i n t o  s c r e a m s

b e c a u s e  i  s e t
h i m  d o w n  t h r e e

f e e t  f r o m  m e  w i t h  a  c o u -
p l e  t o y s  w h i c h  h e  d e f i -
n i t e l y  h a s  n o  u s e  f o r .  o h
d e a r .  l i f e  i s  r i d i c u l o u s
a n d  u n b e a r a b l y  b e a u t i f u l
i n  t h e s e  t i n y  p i e r c i n g
c l o y i n g  v i g n e t t e s . . .
( U s e d  b y  p e r m i s s i o n . )

I n s c r u t a b l y  Yo u r s,
D e n i s  k n o w s  w h e n  I

s t o p  t a l k i n g  a n d  b e c o m e
a  b i t  s n a p p i s h  i t ' s  u s u a l-
l y  b e c a u s e  I ' m  d e a l i n g
w i t h  p a i n  o r  f a t i g u e .  N o t
m a n y  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  c a l l
m e  o n  s e l f - p i t y ,  b u t  J o b
i s  T h e  E x p e r t  o n
S u f f e r i n g ,  s o  h e  c a n  s a y
a n y t h i n g  h e  w a n t s .  I  r e a d
h i m  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .
F o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  b o o k  h i s
f r i e n d s  s i t  a r o u n d

h o u n d i n g  h i m  t o  d e a t h
t r y i n g  t o  p r y  o u t  h i s
s e c r e t  s i n s .  T h e y ' r e  s u r e
t h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  o u t
b e c a u s e  n o  o n e  g e t s
h a m m e r e d  t h i s  b a d l y
w h e n  y o u ' r e  a  g o o d  g u y .
E v e r y  t i m e  I  r e a d  t h e
s t o r y ,  I  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r
h i m .  A f t e r  d a y s  o f  u s e-
l e s s  d e b a t e  w i t h  t h e m ,
G o d  c o m e s  a n d  g e t s  h i m
w i t h o u t  e v e r  t e l l i n g  h i m
w h y  a l l  t h e  e x c r e m e n t .
J u s t  g e t  i n  t h e  c a r ;
w e ' r e  g o i n g  f o r  a  d r i v e .
A n d  G o d  s h o w s  h i m  c r e-
a t i o n ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e
w a y  t h e  s t a r s  a r e
a l i g n e d ,  t h e  w a y  a  l i o n
h u n t s ,  t h e  w a y  a  d o e
b i r t h s  a  f a w n .  A n d  J o b
b o w s ,  h i s  h a n d  o n  h i s
m o u t h .

I n  o u r  d a y  w e  a r e  s t i l l
s u r p r i s e d  b y  t h e  u n i-
v e r s e .  W e  g e t  S c i e n c e
N e w s ,  a  w e e k l y  n e w s-
m a g a z i n e ,  a n d  i t  d e m o n-
s t r a t e s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r
t h a t  n o  o n e  h a s  i t  a l l
f i g u r e d  o u t ,  t h o u g h  s c i-
e n t i s t s  h a v e  f u n  t r y i n g ,
a n d  a  l o t  o f  g r a n t s  g e t
f u n d e d  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e .
W h y  a r e  h o n e y b e e s  d i s-
a p p e a r i n g ?  W h y  d o  t h o s e
c u t e  l i t t l e  M e e r k a t
S u p e r m o m s  p r a c t i c e
i n f a n t i c i d e ?  W h y  i s  M a r s
e x p e r i e n c i n g  g l o b a l  w a r m-
i n g ?  I n  w h a t  d i m e n s i o n
d o  a n t i n e u t r i n o s  e x i s t ?  I
s u r e  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  a n d  n e i-
t h e r  d o  t h e y .  

J o b  u n d e r s t o o d  G o d ' s
p o i n t  w h i c h  w a s ,  y o u
d o n ' t  h a v e  a  c l u e  a b o u t
m e  a n d  a l l  y o u  h a v e  t o  d o
i s  l o o k  a t  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d
c o m p l e x i t y  o f  c r e a t i o n ;
m y  w a y s  a r e  i n s c r u t a b l e .

I  d o n ' t  h a v e  s u c h  g o o d
l u c k  p u t t i n g  m y  h a n d  o n
m y  m o u t h  b e c a u s e  I  t h i n k
I  h a v e  s o m e  k i n d  o f  r i g h t
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Leafing Out, Slowly.



t o  k n o w  w h y  b a d  t h i n g s
h a p p e n .  I  n e e d  t o  b e
r e m i n d e d  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n
t o  b e  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e
m y s t e r y  o f  w h a t  G o d
c h o o s e s  t o  r e v e a l .  A s  T i m
K e l l e r  p u t s  i t :  " N e v e r ,
n e v e r ,  n e v e r  t h i n k  G o d  i s
n o t  a t  w o r k  b e c a u s e  y o u
c a n ' t  s e e  i t .  A n d  n e v e r
e v e r ,  e v e r ,  e v e r  t h i n k  y o u
c a n  f i g u r e  o u t  w h a t  G o d
i s  d o i n g . "  O k a y .

T h e  e n d i n g  t o  J o b ' s
s t o r y  i s  t h a t  h e  g o t  b a c k
e v e r y t h i n g  h e  l o s t  a n d
t h e n  s o m e .  T h i s  u n v e i l s
a n o t h e r  l a y e r  o f  t r o u b l e
b e c a u s e  I  t h o u g h t ,  j u s t  a
t i n y  b i t  c y n i c a l ,  w h a t  a
p r e t t y  e n d i n g  t o  a  h a r d -
l u c k  s t o r y .  I ' d  l i k e  t h a t .
I ' m  n o t  b i g  o n  c a m e l s  a n d
d o n k e y s ,  b u t  I ' d  t a k e  a
t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  i n  n o r t h-
e r n  N e w  M e x i c o ,  a  f l o c k
o f  g u i n e a  f o w l ,  a n d
a n o t h e r  t e n  c h i l d r e n  ( i f  I
d i d n ' t  h a v e
t o  g e s t a t e
t h e m ) .
T h i s  i s  a
f i n e  e n d i n g
f o r  a  f a i r y
s t o r y ,  b u t
r e a l  l i f e
o f t e n  e n d s
w i t h  t o o
m a n y  b l a s t
c e l l s ,  s u d-
d e n
i m p a c t s
w i t h  w i n d-
s h i e l d s ,  o r
j u s t  a
g r a d u a l
s h r i n k i n g
o f  m e m o r y
a n d  b o n e s .

T h e n  i t
s t r u c k  m e :
B u t ,  t h e
e n d  t o
J o b ' s
s t o r y  i s  t h e  r e a l  e n d i n g
a n d  i t  h a s  t r u e  m e a n i n g

f o r  u s .  I t  i s  o u r  e n d i n g ,
t o o .  I t  i s  
t h e  s o a r i n g
a f f i r m a t i o n
t h a t  w e  a r e
l a v i s h l y
b l e s s e d  b o t h
i n  t h i s  l i f e
a n d  i n  t h e
o n e  t o  c o m e
w h e r e  w e ' l l
s e e  a l l
C h r i s t ' s  e n e-
m i e s  d e f e a t-
e d ,  w h e n  t h e  l a s t  b l a s t
c e l l  i s  s l a p p e d  t o  d e a t h ,
w h e n  t h e  l o s t  b o y s  o f
A f r i c a  a r e  f o u n d ,  a n d  a l l
g o v e r n m e n t s  a u d i t e d  f o r
g r e e d  a n d  i n j u s t i c e  -  t h e n
t h e  w o u n d s  o f  t h e
n a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  h e a l e d .
O u r  s e c r e t  h o p e s  f o r  t h e
g o o d  a n d  b e a u t i f u l ,  h o p e s
w e  d a r e  n o t  a d m i t
b e c a u s e  w e ' d  l o o k  l i k e  a
f a i r y ,  w i l l  c o m e  t r u e .

" H o w  b l e s s e d  i s  G o d !

A n d  w h a t  a  b l e s s i n g  h e  i s !
H e ' s  t h e  F a t h e r  o f  o u r

M a s t e r ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,
a n d  t a k e s  u s  t o
t h e  h i g h  p l a c e s  o f
b l e s s i n g  i n  h i m .
L o n g  b e f o r e  h e
l a i d  d o w n  e a r t h ' s
f o u n d a t i o n s ,  h e
h a d  u s  i n  m i n d ,
h a d  s e t t l e d  o n  u s
a s  t h e  f o c u s  o f
h i s  l o v e ,  t o  b e
m a d e  w h o l e  a n d
h o l y  b y  h i s  l o v e .
L o n g ,  l o n g  a g o  h e

d e c i d e d  t o  a d o p t  u s  i n t o
h i s  f a m i l y  t h r o u g h  J e s u s
C h r i s t .  ( W h a t  p l e a s u r e  h e
t o o k  i n  p l a n n i n g  t h i s ! )  H e
w a n t e d  u s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o
t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  h i s
l a v i s h  g i f t - g i v i n g  b y  t h e
h a n d  o f  h i s  b e l o v e d  S o n .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s a c r i-
f i c e  o f  t h e  M e s s i a h ,  h i s
b l o o d  p o u r e d  o u t  o n  t h e
a l t a r  o f  t h e  C r o s s ,  w e ' r e
a  f r e e  p e o p l e - f r e e  o f
p e n a l t i e s  a n d  p u n i s h-
m e n t s  c h a l k e d  u p  b y  a l l
o u r  m i s d e e d s .  A n d  n o t
j u s t  b a r e l y  f r e e ,  e i t h e r .
A b u n d a n t l y  f r e e !  H e
t h o u g h t  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,
p r o v i d e d  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g
w e  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  n e e d ,
l e t t i n g  u s  i n  o n  t h e  p l a n s
h e  t o o k  s u c h  d e l i g h t  i n
m a k i n g .  H e  s e t  i t  a l l  o u t
b e f o r e  u s  i n  C h r i s t ,  a
l o n g - r a n g e  p l a n  i n  w h i c h
e v e r y t h i n g  w o u l d  b e
b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  a n d
s u m m e d  u p  i n  h i m ,  e v e r y-
t h i n g  i n  d e e p e s t  h e a v e n ,
e v e r y t h i n g  o n  p l a n e t
e a r t h .  ( E p h .  1 : 3 - 1 0  T h e
M e s s a g e . )

E v e r y t h i n g  i n  h e a v e n
a n d  e a r t h .   W e l l .  M a y b e  I
c a n  w a i t  f o r  a  p l a c e  w i t h
s w e e t  w a t e r ,  g a r d e n s ,
a n d  f a m i l y ,  e n o u g h  f o r
e v e r y o n e .

5

" N e v e r ,  n e v e r ,
n e v e r  t h i n k  
G o d  i s  n o t  a t
w o r k  b e c a u s e  y o u
c a n ' t  s e e  i t .  A n d
n e v e r  e v e r ,  e v e r ,
e v e r  t h i n k  y o u
c a n  f i g u r e  o u t
w h a t  G o d  i s
d o i n g . "  
-  T i m  K e l l e r
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W a t c h  f o r  o u r  n e w  w e b s i t e  t o  b e
l a u n c h e d  l a t e r  t h i s  s u m m e r .  M a t t h e w
h a s  a l r e a d y  m a d e  s o m e  n i c e  c h a n g e s  o n
t h e  o l d  s i t e  w h i c h  h a v e  i m p r o v e d  i t s
l o o k .  T h e  n e w  o n e  w i l l  b e  m u c h  e a s i e r  t o
m a n a g e  a n d  h a v e  b e t t e r  f e a t u r e s  t o
h e l p  a  v i s i t o r  f i n d  w h a t  h e ' s  l o o k i n g
f o r .  D e n i s  a n d  I  b o t h  p l a n  t o  d o  m o r e
r e g u l a r  w r i t i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e
s i t e .  

L o o k i n g  Ba c k
W h e n  D e n i s  w a s  i n  T u c s o n  ( M a r c h )

a n d  A u s t i n ,  T X  ( A p r i l )  h e  m e t  p e o p l e  -
b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  n o n - C h r i s t i a n  s t u-
d e n t s ,  c h u r c h  l e a d e r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,
m a n y  w h o  w e r e  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h o w
a s  C h r i s t i a n s  w e  m i g h t  m e a n i n g f u l l y
c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  u s .  O f
c o u r s e ,  p a r t  o f  t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  i n c l u d-
e d  l o o k i n g  a t  f i l m s  -  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a n d
m e a n i n g .  I n  A u s t i n  t h e  l e c t u r e s  w e r e
h e l d  i n  a  t h e a t e r  n e a r  c a m p u s  w h e r e
p e o p l e  w e r e  t u r n e d  a w a y  b e c a u s e  a l l
t h e  s e s s i o n s  w e r e  f u l l .  O n e  s t u d e n t
h e s i t a n t l y  b r o u g h t  s e v e r a l  n o n -
C h r i s t i a n  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e p o r t e d  t h e y
c a m e  t o  e a c h  s e s s i o n  a n d  l i s t e n e d
i n t e n t l y ,  s u r p r i s e d  b y  w h a t  t h e y  h e a r d .

W e  a r e  h o n o r e d  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  a
p r o c e s s  t h a t  c h a n g e s  l i v e s .  R a n s o m
h e l p s  b y  c h a l l e n g i n g  p e o p l e  t o  t h i n k ,  b y
e n g a g i n g  i n  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a n d  o f f e r i n g
i n s i g h t ,  b u t  w e  a l s o  k n o w  t h a t  l e c t u r e s
o r  a  w e e k e n d  c o n f e r e n c e  c a n ' t  r e p l a c e
t h e  p o w e r  o f  f a i t h f u l  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d

d a y  a f t e r  d a y  s h a r i n g  o f  o r d i n a r y  l i f e
-  t h a t  i s  w h e r e  t h e  g o s p e l  m o s t
o f t e n  t r a n s f o r m s  a n d  c o n v e r t s .

C o m i n g  U p

J u n e  2 , L e a v e  R o c h e s t e r .

J u n e  4 - 6, C h a t t a n o o g a ,  T N  V i s i t
f a m i l y .

J u n e  7 - 9 , N a s h i v i l l e ,  T N ,  A r t  H o u s e .
D e n i s  &  I  w i l l  a t t e n d  t h e  f i r s t  B o a r d
o f  D i r e c t o r s  m e e t i n g  f o r  t h e
N a s h v i l l e  C e n t e r  f o r  F a i t h  &  C u l t u r e .

J u n e  1 1 - 1 4, M e m p h i s ,  T N ,   G e n e r a l
A s s e m b l y  f o r  t h e  P C A .   W e  w i l l  a g a i n
h o s t  a  b o o t h  f o r  R a n s o m .

J u n e  1 5 - 1 6 ,T r a v e l  b a c k  t o  M N  s t o p-
p i n g  i n  S t .  L o u i s .

J u l y  1 3 - 1 4 ,N o r f o l k ,  V A ,  T r i n i t y  P C A .
T h i s  w e e k e n d  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  c a n-
c e l l e d  i n  M a r c h  a n d  r e s c h e d u l e d .
D e n i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  s p e a k e r .

J u l y  2 1 - 2 8, S t .  L o u i s ,  M O ,  C o v e n a n t
S e m i n a r y .  D e n i s  w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  a
c o u r s e  o n  c a m p u s  t h i s  w e e k .  I ' a m
s t a y i n g  h o m e  t o  w a t e r  t h e  f l o w e r s .

The Nashv i l le  Center  for  Fa i th  & Cu l tu re
w i l l  be  a  L 'Ab r i  s t y l e  r es i den t i a l  s t udy
cen te r  p l an ted  by  two  young  coup les  -
g radua tes  o f  Covenan t  Sem ina ry .  You  can
f i nd  mo re  de ta i l s  by  l ogg ing  on to  t he i r
webs i t e :  www.Nashv i l leStudyCenter.org.
Den i s  and  I  a re  p l eased  t o  be  on  t he i r
boa rd .  P ray  espec ia l l y  f o r  one  o f  t he  cou-
p l es  r i gh t  now  -  S teve  &  Jen  A l l en ,  i t ' s
t he i r  baby ,  Ame l i a  who  has  l eukem ia .  I
men t i oned  he r  ea r l i e r  i n  t h i s  i s sue .

Pray for  us du r i ng  t he  summer  mon ths ,
espec ia l l y  f o r  Den i s  as  he  concen t ra tes
on  w r i t i ng  and  sem ina ry  cou rses ,  t r y i ng
to  ge t  as  much  done  as  poss i b l e  be fo re
the  end  o f  t he  yea r .  P ray  f o r  me  -  t ha t
I ' d  r ecove r  qu i ck l y  f r om  s i nus  su rge ry
(May ) .  And  b r e a t h e  e a s i e r ?  W h a t  a
d e a l !

Denis
Receives CD

from Student at
L’Abri Conference
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I  f ound  an  odd  l i t t l e  do t  o f  d i r t
on  my  k i t chen  s tove  t he  o the r
day .  A t  f i r s t  I  t hough t :  A  p i ece  o f   r osemary?  Pe rhaps  a
g ra i n  o f  w i l d  r i ce?  I  d i dn ' t  wan t  t o  be l i eve  a  mouse  had  been
the re  and  l e f t  t h i s  de f i an t  l i t t l e  depos i t .  I  c r ossed  my
a rms  and  qu i ck l y  s t epped  back .  How  d id  i t  ge t  up  t he
smoo th  s l i ppe ry  s i des  o f  t he  r ange  and  on to  t he  t op?

I 'm  no t  ve r y  a f r a i d  o f  m i ce ,  no r  am I  ashamed  t o  have  t hem,
i t ' s  j u s t  t ha t ,  we l l ,  t hey ' r e  i nvas i ve  and  i nv i s i b l e ,  and  un t i l  t hey

s ta r t  l eav i ng  t u rds  a round  you
have  no  i dea  how  many  t hey  a re  o r  how  l ong  t hey ' ve  been
c reep ing  up  t o  t he  coun te r  and  l i c k i ng  you r  bu t t e r  a l l  n i gh t .
Tha t ' s  why  I  have  t o  k i l l  t hem.

The  f o l l ow ing  day  I  f ound  a  s i ng l e  depos i t  on  t he  s t a i r s .
Aga in  I  s t opped  and  l ooked  a round  cau t i ous l y ,  l i ke  maybe  I
cou ld  hea r  t hem,  o r  see  t hem.  I  was  on  my  way  t o  t he  bed-
room whe re  I  pu l l ed  t he  bed  away  f r om  the  wa l l  t o  c l ean  l i ke
I  do  once  i n  a  wh i l e  t o  con t ro l  t he  dus t  m i t es ,  ano the r
i nv i s i b l e  popu la t i on  I  don ' t  l i ke  t o  t h i nk  abou t .  The re ,  t o  my
su rp r i se ,  benea th  ou r
ve ry  bed  we re  t h ree
more .  I  ca l l ed  Den i s  i n

f o r  a  consu l t a t i on .  WHAT  we re
they  do ing  unde r  ou r  bed?  The  a r rogance  o f

i t !   They  cou ld  s t a r t  d ropp ing  o f f  t he  ce i l i ng  on to  my
face  wh i l e  I 'm  s l eep ing .  He  d i dn ' t  have  answers .

We  headed  f o r  Ace  Ha rdware  and  p i cked  up  some
s t i c ky  t r aps .  I  ba i t ed  t hem w i t h  peanu t  bu t t e r  and
b i t s  o f  oa tmea l  f l a kes .  Two  n i gh t s  l a t e r  bo th  t r aps
we re  t i pped ,  d ragged ,  and  deb r i s  was  sca t t e red  abou t
l i ke  t he  sc rabb l i ng  t hey ' d  done  pu l l ed  dus t  ba l l s  f r om
unde r  t he  s t ove .  Wha teve r ,  t hey  escaped .  A f t e r  t ha t ,
a l l  we  caugh t  i n  t he  s t i c ky  t r aps  was  an  eno rmous  b l ack
f l y  and  a  cen t i pede  whose  body  was  s tuck  w i t h  h i s  l egs

de tached  i n  p i l e s  l i ke  he  ran  t hem o f f .  Yuck .  
We  t hen  t r i ed  t hese  t r aps  w i t h  a  b i g  V  on

them.  (  Wha t  does  t ha t  s t and  f o r?  Va rm in t s?  V i c t o r y? )
They  we re  p re t t y  coo l .  W i t h  a  squeeze ,  you  cou ld  se t  t he
t r ap ,  ba i t  i t ,  and  when  you  caugh t  t he  mouse ,  you  j us t
r e l eased  i t  w i t h  ano the r  squeeze .  So  I  ba i t ed  i t  w i t h  gou r-
me t  mouse  f ood :  A lmond  bu t t e r ,  f e t a  cheese ,  and  o rgan i c
oa tmea l ,  even  I  wan ted  t o  ea t  i t .  I  se t  t hem ou t  w i t h  a
seduc t i ve  ca l l ,  come  ge t  you r  v i t am ins ,  you  l i t t l e  c reeps .

As  you  can  see ,  i t  wo rked .
On  Sunday  one  o f  t he  hymns  was  A l l  C rea tu res  o f  Ou r

God  and  K ing /L i f t  up  you r  vo i ces  now  and  s i ng /A l l e l u i a ,
A l l e l u i a .  Be tween  t h i nk i ng  abou t  how  we  re l uc tan t l y  ex i s t
w i t h  unsavo ry  c rea tu res  and  ye t  t hey  f i l l  some  pu rpose  God

has  des igned  and  t he  f ac t  t ha t  Den i s  wh i spe red  t o  me  how
Rowan  A t k i nson  p l ay i ng  Mr .  Bean  Goes  To  Chu rch  had  f o reve r

ru i ned  t he  hymn  f o r  h im ,  concen t ra t i on  was  a  cha l l enge .  Bu t  I  managed  t o  squeak  ou t  some
p ra i se  -  t hank fu l l y  God  knows  ou r  f r ame ,  we  a re  bu t  dus t .  Ano the r  good  reason  t o  be  a
Ch r i s t i an .

Mouse
Tales

I ’ m  s o  S U R E !

Yu m m y !

V  i s  f o r  “ Ve r y  G o o d ! ”

Yo u  s h o u l d  h a ve  g o n e
t o  t h e  c o u n t r y .
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I f  you  a ren ' t  l augh ing  enough a round  your  house ,  do  th is :
Get  a  copy  o f  A  Pra i r ie  Home Compan ion  Pre t ty  Good Joke
Book  and  p lace  i t  i n  the
ba th room.  I t  has  made
a l l  the  d i f fe rence ,
shoo t ,  I  l aughed my
way th rough  a  UTI ,  and
i t ' s  sp iced  up  mar i ta l
conversa t ion ,  and  we
hear  gues ts  laugh ing  in
there ,  too .  

Gar r i son  Ke i l l o r
wr i tes  in  the  in t roduc-
t ion :  "Your  c lo thes
may be  d isheve led  and
your  l i f e  in  chaos ,  you
may be  o f  the  wrong
re l ig ion  and  be  hope less
when i t  comes to  po l i-
t i cs ,  you  may  wa lk  a round  w i th  the  New Your  T imes   tucked
under  your  a rm,  bu t  i f  you  can  te l l  a  joke ,  we l l ,  you ' l l  be
okay . "  

Here 's  a  sampl ing :
There 's  a  nud is t  co lony  fo r  commun is ts .

Two o ld  men a re  s i t t i ng  on  the  f ron t  porch
One tu rns  to  the  o ther  and  says ,  " I  say ,  o ld
boy ,  have  you  read  Marx?"  And  the  o ther
says ,  "yes  I  be l ieve  i t ' s  these  w icker  cha i rs . "

One fo r  k ids :  What  do  you  ge t  when you
pour  bo i l i ng  wate r  down a  rabb i t  ho le?

Hot  c ross  bunn ies .
For  Lu therans  and  Swedes :

How do  we know Adam was  a  Lu theran?  
Who e lse  cou ld  s tand  bes ide  a  naked

woman and  be  tempted  by  a  p iece  o f  f ru i t?

O le :  He l lo?  Funera l  home?
Funera l  home:  Yes?
Ole :  My  w i fe ,  Lena ,  d ied .
Funera l  home:  Oh,  I 'm  sor ry  to  hear  tha t .  We ' l l  send  some-

one  r igh t  away  to  p ick  up  the  body .  Where  do  you  l i ve?
Ole :  A t  the  end  o f  Euca lyp tus  Dr ive .
Funera l  Home:  Can you  spe l l  tha t  fo r  me?
Ole :  (pause)  How 'bou t  i f  I  d rag  her  over  to  Oak  S t ree t

and  you  p ick  her  up  dere?

The f ina l  g roaner :
Knock  knock ,
Who 's  there?
Esk imo Chr is t ians .
Esk imo Chr is t ians  who?
Esk imo Chr is t ians  and  I ’ l l  t e l l  you  no
l ies .

Ha.
Warmly ,

Marg ie  Haack

FFinal Notes
Toad Hall is the name of our home,
christened by our children. It is from
the book The Wind in the Willows, a
favorite of ours. In it Mole, a shy yet
daring character, and Ratty, who is
much nicer and more sensible than
his name would imply, have many
adventures along the river. One of
their friends is Toad of Toad Hall.
Toad is something of an aristocrat
and lives in a mansion. Otherwise, he
has very little to commend him and
really doesn’t deserve friends since he
is a callous liar, lacks common sense
and, well, he lives for the pleasure of
the moment—which brings him no
end of trouble.

When we moved to Minnesota in 1981,
our children had rarely seen such tall
homes with their imposing three sto-
ries. They were used to one-story
adobes which rambled along in the hot
New Mexico sun. So, to our children, a
midwestern Gothic four-square
looked amazingly like a mansion.
Possibly even as great a house as
Toad Hall.

Managing Editor, Matthew Hundley
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