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PPear l  B lue
My n iece ,  S tephan ie ,  i s  on l y  e i gh teen  bu t  so  f a r  i n  he r  sho r t  d r i v i ng
l i f e  she  has  w recked  e igh t  ca rs .  (No t  a l l  we re  he r  f au l t . )  He r  f a the r ,
who  has  t he  pa t i ence  o f  S t .  F ranc i s  bu t  i s  a  l o t  f unn ie r ,  bea t  us  t o
the  pu rchase  o f  a  new  ca r .  He 'd  neve r  owned  a  new  one  e i t he r .  H i s
l i t t l e  r ed  wha teve r  i t  i s ,  i s  j us t  swee t ,  t he  way  i t  hand les ,  t he  way
i t  l ooks .  How I  know  i s  my  s i s te r  l e t  me  d r i ve  i t  l as t  summer .  I  don ' t
t h i nk  i t ' s  an  exagge ra t i on  t o  say  La r r y  was  hes i t an t  t o  l oan  i t  t o
S tephan ie .  On  t he  f i r s t  occas ion  he  l e t  he r  d r i ve  i t ,  she  re tu rned  i t
w i t h  a  deep  sc ra t ch  wh i ch  ran  f r om the  f r on t  t u rn  s i gna l  t o  t he
rea r  on  t he  d r i ve r ' s  s i de .  My  b ro the r - i n - l aw  wonde red  wha t  she  was
do ing  o r  whe re  she  was  l ook ing  t o  have  no t  s topped  t h ree -qua r te r s
o f  t he  way  t h rough  t h i s  e t ch ing .
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Stephan ie ' s  hones t y
dese rves  adm i ra t i on  because
she  a r r i ved  home  and  wen t
d i r ec t l y  t o  he r  f a the r .  He
was  so  d i smayed  he  d i s-
m issed  he r  f r om h i s  p resence
w i th  o rde rs  no t  t o  speak  t o
h im  fo r  awh i l e .  She  wa i t ed
th i nk i ng  she  m igh t  even  be
w i l l i ng  t o  g i ve  up  he r  ce l l
phone  f o r  hu r t i ng  h i s  p re-
c i ous .  When  he  came  ou t  he
to l d  he r  i t  was  okay ,  a
daugh te r  was  more  impo r-
t an t  t han  a  new  ca r .  I  t h i nk
tha t  p roves  wha t  I  was  say-
i ng  abou t  h im .  He ' s  a  sa in t .

I ' ve  been  sh r i l l  abou t  be ing
way  beyond  t he  reach  o f
Amer i can  au to  make rs ,  bu t
t hey  f ound  my  i do la t r ous
c rack .  I  d i scove red  a  new  way
to  be  f l awed .  Now I  wonde r  i f
Jesus  was  t emp ted  i n  a l l
ways  l i ke  us  -  bu t  w i t hou t
s i n ,  o f  cou rse  -  wou ld  he  s i t
i n  t he  sea t  o f  a  new  ca r  and
savo r  t he  pecu l i a r  sme l l  t ha t
t e l l s  you  no  one ' s  owned  t h i s
veh i c l e  be fo re?  Wou ld  he  be
temp ted  t o  l ove  t he  CD con-
t r o l s  on  t he  s tee r i ng  whee l?
Wha t  I  don ' t  l i ke  abou t  ou r
o ld  ca r  i s  now  un res t ra i ned :
hum id  wea the r  makes  i t  sme l l
l i ke  dog  b rea th  and  my  sho t-
gun  sea t  l ooks  l i ke  a  moon
c ra te r .

We ' ve  been  sav ing  f o r  a
newer  used  ca r  and  yes te r-
day  we  rece i ved  a  su rp r i se
g i f t  f r om someone  who  l oves
us  and  wo r r i es  abou t  ou r
sa fe t y  when  we  d r i ve  l ong
d i s tances  ac ross  t he  coun-
t r y  i n  a  ca r  t ha t  has
180 ,000  m i l es  on  i t .  He r
check  f e l l  ou t  o f  t he  enve lope
and  s tunned  us .

The  amaz ing  g i f t  came
w i th  t he  reques t  t ha t  we  add
i t  t o  wha t  we 'd  saved  and
buy  a  new  ca r .

Den i s  spen t  two  days
look ing  a t  new  ca rs .  I 'm  no t
go ing  t o  a  ca r  l o t  un less
the re ' s  a  se r i ous  cand ida te .
I t ' s  pa in fu l  t o  spend  so  much
t ime  t r y i ng  t o  make  a  dec i-
s i on  and  t hen  nego t i a t i ng

w i t h  a  sa lespe rson  who
wan ts  t o  know  abou t  you r
g randch i l d ren .  The  cos t  o f
any  l ow -end  veh i c l e  r ep re-
sen t s  abou t  ha l f  ou r  annua l
i ncome ,  and  one  op t i on  we
DON 'T  need  i s  a  pudd le  l i gh t .
Can  you  be l i eve  $850  ex t ra
buys  you  f l ood l i gh t s  so  you
don ' t  s t ep  i n  a  pudd le  on
you r  way  t o  t he  ca r  i n  t he
da rk?  I s  t he re  some  des igne r
I  can  pe rsona l l y  cudge l?  Bu t  I
f a l l  ha rd  f o r  t he  sea t

wa rmer .  Fo rge t  t he  27
a i rbags  and  repa i r
r eco rds .  On  a  co ld  day  i n
M inneso ta  I  wan t  t he
d ia l  se t  on  b ro i l  and  my
rea r  t ende r l y  baked  and
suppo r ted  any  t ime  I
choose .

Today  we  bough t  i t  -
a  2007  Pea r l  B l ue  Fo rd .
I  l i ke  t he  co lo r  and  i t
has  sea t  wa rmers .  I 'm  t r y i ng
no t  t o ,  l i ke ,  l ove  i t .  A t  n i gh t
I  s t a re  a t  t he  ce i l i ng  i n  my
bed room and  imag ine  l i v i ng  i n
1902  and  t ak i ng  t he  s t r ee t
ca r  o r  wa l k i ng  eve rywhe re  I
go .  I  ha te  bu i l t  i n  obso les-
cence .  I  don ' t  l i ke  t he i r  need
fo r  pe t ro l eum and  t he  po l l u-
t an t s  t hey  be l ch .  I 'm  sad  we
l i ve  i n  a  t ime  and  p l ace  t ha t
requ i r es  commut i ng  l ong  
d i s tances  f o r  so  many
th i ngs .

We ' ve  been  pa rk i ng  Pea r l y
B lue  f a r t he r  f r om  chu rch  on
Sunday  morn ing  because
we ' re  a  l i t t l e  uncomfo r t ab le .
I t ' s  been  f ou r  weeks  now  and

we  f i na l l y  r ece i ved  ou r  l i cense
p la tes  so  a t  l eas t  t he  dea le r
p l a tes  wh i ch  sc ream NEW
CAR a re  gone  and  t he re  i s  a
f i ne  l aye r  o f  dus t  on  t he  su r-
f ace  so  i t  sh i nes  l ess .

Little Matters

The ones "on which the da i ly
happiness of  pr ivate l i fe
depends."  

Emma.  Jane  Aus t i n

v Dr i v i ng  home  f r om S t .
Lou i s .  A  comfy ,  qu ie t  r i de  i n
t he  new  Pea r l y  B lue .  Ta l k i ng
abou t  ou r  f u t u re .  Fo r  r i che r ,
f o r  poo re r .  I n  s i c kness ,  i n
hea l t h .  I  say ,  quo t i ng  Dy lan ,
"S t i c k  w i t h  me ,  Baby .  I ’m
s t i c k i ng  w i t h  you . "

v Las t  n i gh t  we  c l imbed  i n to
bed  i n  t he  so f t  l amp  l i gh t .  I
f o l d  down  t he  t op  o f  ou r
wh i t e  co t t on  b l anke t .  H i s
s i de  i s  ye l l owed  and  l impy
fee l i ng  aga in .  Wha t ' s  w i t h
the  ma le  body?  He  d i savows .
Says  I  me re l y  t u rned  i t  t o
l ook  l i ke  i t ' s  on  h i s  s i de .

v Den i s  i sn ’ t  f ee l i ng  we l l .  He
has  a  co ld ,  maybe  a  s i nus
in fec t i on .  Las t  n i gh t  as  he
fe l l  i n t o  bed  he  moaned ,  " I 'm
jus t  go ing  t o  l i e  he re  and
make  my  b lanke t  ye l l ow . "

v Today  he  l eaned  on  t he
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doo rway  o f  t he  gues t  bed-
room wa tch ing  me  pu l l  o l d
c l o thes  ou t  o f  t he  c l ose t
and  dump  them on  t he  f l oo r .
He 'd  come  down  the  ha l l  f r om
h is  o f f i ce  t o  i nves t i ga te
because  he  hea rd  a  b l as t  and
sme l l ed  gunsmoke  -  I ' d  f ound
Je rem 's  t r ombone  and  a  cu te
l i t t l e  cap -gun  t ha t  f i r ed
when  I  pu l l ed  t he  t r i gge r .

He  sa id  t he  n i ces t  t h i ng .
Tha t  he  l oves  me  because  I 'm
whacked  ou t  and  su rp r i se
h im .  I  had  no  i dea .  I  was  on l y
amus ing  myse l f .  I  was  t h i nk-
i ng  o f  ge t t i ng  r i d  o f  t he  cap -
gun  and  t he  t r ombone ,  bu t
pe rhaps  I  shou ld  save  t hem.

I  s t opped  rummag ing  and
lay  down  on  t he  bed ,  and  he
sa t  on  i t ,  l ean ing  aga ins t  t he
wa l l ,  c l osed  h i s  eyes ,  and
ta l ked .  Abou t  us ,  f am i l y ,  t he
chu rch ,  whe re  o r  i f  we  shou ld
move  and  t hen  he  sa id ," I
don ' t  wan t  t o  l i ve . "

On ly  i n  t he  pas t  yea r  have
I  unde rs tood  t ha t  f ee l i ng .
I t ' s  no t  agg ress i ve l y  se l f -
des t ruc t i ve  -  i t ' s  a  k i nd  o f
t i r edness  -  you  wan t  t o  l i e
down  and  no t  ge t  up  aga in
because  you ' ve  l os t  t he
hea r t  and  ene rgy  t o  wa l k .

I  t h i nk  a  l o t  o f  i t  i s  l ack
o f  ma rg in .  Emo t i ona l l y ,  sp i r i-
t ua l l y ,  phys i ca l l y  -  he  needs
to  be  res to red .  I  know  he ' l l
f ee l  be t t e r ,  r enewed ,  i f  he
has  some  t ime  t o  r ecove r .

v Th i s  mo rn ing  i t ' s  r a i n i ng
gen t l y .  D im  i ns i de .  Coo l  ou t .
The  b i r ds  come  to  t he  f eede r
ou t s i de  my  o f f i ce  w indow .
Bed ragg led ,  hung ry ,  t hey
c l i ng  up -s i de  down  on  t he
sue t  and  sw ing  on  t he  f eede r
to  g rab  a  sun f l owe r  seed .
Dea r  l i t t l e  w i sps  o f  God ' s
c rea t i on .  Ch i ckadees ,
nu tha t ches ,  downy  wood-
pecke rs  wa i t i ng  f o r  comp le te
redemp t i on .

v Day  o f f .  We  packed  a
l unch ,  bough t  t he  NY  T imes
and  headed  t o  Wabasha  on
the  M iss i ss i pp i .  We  d rove  t he

new ca r  b l as t i ng  Neko  Case .
We  d idn ' t  even  read  much .
Jus t  sa t  s t a r i ng  a t  t he
wa te r ,  wa t ch ing  boa t s  go  i n
and  ou t  o f  t he  mar i na .  Abou t
t he  m idd le  o f  t he  a f t e rnoon
Den i s  sa id ,  " I  haven ' t  f e l t
t h i s  happy  i n  a  l ong ,  l ong
t ime .

v Den i s  t h i nks  abou t  l i f e
w i t hou t  me .  F rom ou r  bed  we
wa tched  a  t hunde rs to rm

bend  t he  t r ees .  He  sa id  i f  I
we re  t o  d i e  f i r s t  he  wou ld
fade  away .  I  t h i nk  he ' d  ge t
i nvo l ved  i n  h i s  wo rk  and  w r i t-
i ng .  I  ag ree ,  t he re ' s  a  l o t  we
do  w i t hou t  connec t i ng  
consc ious l y  t o  t he  reasons
tha t  g i ve  t hem mean ing .  I
make  t he  bed ,  p repa re  a  mea l ,
pay  t he  b i l l s  pa r t l y  because  I
l i ve  w i t h  someone  I  l o ve .  When
he  was  i n  A f r i ca  f o r  two
weeks  we  we re  comp le te l y  ou t
o f  t ouch .  I  savo red  t he  f i r s t
t h ree  days  o f  f r eedom.  Then
I  no  l onge r  made  t he  bed .
Dec i s i ons  abou t  f ood  became
bo r i ng .  I  s t ood  i n  f r on t  o f
t he  re f r i ge ra to r ,  a te  ca r ro t
s t i c ks ,  and  d rank  j u i ce  f r om
the  ca r t on .  Even ings
s t re t ched  ou t  l ong  and  s i l en t
and  I  kep t  t he  phone  bes ide
me  i n  case ,  bu t  i t  ha rd l y
rang .  Then  I  wonde red  how  i t
wou ld  f ee l  t o  be  w idowed  o r
t o  have  a lways  been  s i ng le .

Slow Matters

v In te res t i ng  f ac t :  a
sagua ro  cac tus  does  no t  pu t
ou t  i t s  f i r s t  a rm  -  t ha t  s i g -
na tu re  reach  t o  t he  heavens
-  un t i l  i t  i s  f i f t y  yea rs  o l d .

v I  wo rked  on  Qu icken  f r om
6 :30 -9 :30pm.  WHY do  I
i gno re  bank  s ta temen ts  f o r
mon ths  a t  a  t ime?
Reconc i l i ng  wou ldn ' t  t ake  so

long  i f  I  we ren ' t  c razy
p roud .  

I  kep t  be ing
$5 ,000  o f f .  I  HATE
s tu f f  l i ke  t h i s .  F i na l l y
ca l l ed  Den i s .  Bu t  he
has  t o  be  ve ry ,  ve r y
ca re fu l  because  I 'm
dange rous  l i ke  a  b l ack
w idow  i n   
hea t .  Some t imes  he
makes  t he  m is take  o f
ask ing  i n  an  accusa to-
r y  vo i ce :  What  have
you done?!

He pa t i en t l y  l ooks
a t  t he  f i gs  and  r i gh t

a -WAY sees  t he  p rob lem.
I t ' s  been  r i gh t  i n  f r on t  o f  me
the  who le  t ime .  I  wan t  t o
become  a  Ludd i t e  -  "P lease
le t  me  t r ade  my  cheese  f o r
you r  t oma toes ” .  Den i s  says
don ' t  f ee l  bad  -  " i t  doesn ' t
mean  any th i ng ,  f o r  some  rea-
son  I  see  numbers ,  l i ke  you
see  co lo r s . "  

v I  s t a r t ed  c roche t i ng  aga in .
Save the Chi ldren has  a  t h i ng
ca l l ed  "Caps  t o  t he  Cap i t a l ."
A l l  ove r  t he  U .S .  kn i t t e r s  and
c roche te r s  a re  mak ing  l i t t l e
ha t s  f o r  newbo rns .  (Many
th i r d  wo r l d  bab ies  have  a  l ow
b i r t h  we igh t  and  ch i l l  eas i l y
espec ia l l y  a t  n i gh t . )  These
w i l l  be  added  t o  na t i ona l  ca re
packages  sen t  t o  A f r i can
coun t r i es .  I t  seems  so  sma l l ,
bu t  i t ' s  wha t  I  can  do .  I n
spa re  momen ts  I  make  t hem.
The re  a re  now  20  i n  t he  p i l e .

v We ' ve  been  a rgu ing  abou t
schedu l i ng  de ta i l s .  I 'm  wea ry
o f  i t .  We ' re   so  d i f f e ren t ,
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ye t  bound  t oge the r  by  vows .
We  t r y  s t a r t i ng  anew  and
fa i l .  Then  I  t hough t  o f
r epa i r i ng  us  w i t h  i n t imacy .
Wh i l e  he  sa t  i n  t he  bed room
read ing  I  p repa red .  Bu t  when  I
came  back ,  he  was  gone
downs ta i r s  wa tch ing  TV .  I
f e l t  s i l l y  and  f o r l o rn .  Even
though ,  I  p i t ched  h im  a  ba l l
he  d i dn ' t  know  was  com ing ,
when  he  came  to  bed ,  I  sa i d
don ' t  speak  t o  me .

I  am  hea r t ened  by  p raye r
and  con fess ion .  A t  commun-
i on  when  I  ea t  t he  b read  I
imag ine  eve ry  ce l l  o f  my  be ing
becom ing  a  pa r t  o f  Jesus .  I
on l y  w i sh  t he  p rocess  was
fas te r .

James  Hous ton  g laddens
my  hea r t .  He ' s  been  a  god l y
sp i r i t ua l  d i r ec to r  f o r  yea rs
and  adv i ses  i t  t akes  a  l ong
t ime  t o  become  the  ma tu re ,
god l y   pe rson  you  assumed
wou ld  g row  ove rn igh t .  He
wr i t es :

I  need  a  g rea te r  un i t y  and
in teg r i t y  o f  f a i t h ,  wh i l e  r ea l-
i z i ng  t ha t  any  p rog ress  God
g i ves  occu rs  a t  t he  s l owes t
pace  o f  a l l !
[W ]e  f i nd  t ha t  becom ing
Chr i s t l i ke  p rog resses  a lmos t
impe rcep t i b l y .  Fo r  au then t i c
i n teg ra t i on  we  need  t o
expec t  app rop r i a te  r a tes  o f
app rehens ion ,  conve rs i on ,
and  t r ans fo rma t i on .  L i ke  t he
psa lm is t ,  we  w i l l  expe r i ence
o r i en ta t i on ,  d i so r i en ta t i on
and  reo r i en ta t i on  as  ou r
emo t i ons  and  des i r es  a re
red i r ec ted  and  re -edu-
ca ted .  The re fo re  we
mus t  ma in ta i n  hum i l i-
t y ,  gen t l eness ,  pe rse-
ve rance ,  f o r t i t ude ,
cou rage ,  and  espec ia l l y
pa t i ence  w i t h  ou rse l ves  as  we
pu rsue  t he  j ou rney .

- Joy fu l  Ex i l es ,  p. 129

Little People

v Drove  No r th  t o  Je rem &
Micah ' s .  8 .5  hou rs  i n  Pea r l y

B lue .  Look ing  f o rwa rd  t o  f i ve
days  i n  cha rge  o f  two  l i t t l e
peop le .  Anson ,  3 .  Pa ige ,  1  ½ .  

v Day  One .  A f t e r  two  hou rs
o f  snacks ,  f i gh t s ,  shoo t i ng
o f  guns ,  and  "Bob  t he
Bu i l de r "  s c ream ing  CAN WE
FIX IT? YES,  WE CAN! ! !,  we
wa lk  t o  t he  pos t  o f f i ce .  Took
30  m inu tes  t o  d ress  t hem i n
snow pan ts ,  boo ts ,  ha t s ,
coa t s .  I  neve r  cou ld  ge t  t he i r
l i t t l e  ba l l ed  up  f i s t s  i n t o
the i r  m i t t en  t humbs .  Thank
God  f o r  Ve l c ro .  Jus t  t i gh ten
the  w r i s t s  and  hope  you
haven ' t  pe rmanen t l y  cu t  o f f
c i r cu l a t i on .  They  p l od  a l ong
the  co ld  s t r ee t .  Bo th  o f
t hem pu rpose fu l l y  f a l l
s t r a i gh t  down  l i ke  axed
t rees .  They ' r e  so  padded
they  bounce .  Anson  beg ins  t o
l i c k  t he  snow  o f f  t he  s t r ee t .
The re ' s  abou t  a  ha l f  i n ch  o f  

powde r .  He  ge t s  up ,  wa l ks
ano the r  f i f t y  f ee t ,  does  i t
aga in .  Pa ige -y  t r i es  t o  copy
h im .  I  wo r r y  abou t  po i sons
and  po l l u t an t s .  F i na l l y  g i ve
up  t e l l i ng  h im  t o  s t op ,
because  he  won ' t .  The  t own  i s
hushed .  A  s i ng le  dog  has  l e f t
t r acks  i n  t he  snow .  Pa ige -y

tu rns  he r  swee t  f ace  t o  me ,
ra i ses  he r  a rms ,  "Hode  you ,
hode  you . "  Yes ,  I ' l l  ho l d  you .  I
ca r r y  he r  t he  res t  o f  t he  way
the re  and  back .  By  t he  t ime
we  ge t  t o  t he  P .O .  Anson ' s
face  i s  d i r t y  and  we t .  Sno t
i s  f r eez ing  on  bo th  t he i r
noses .  A t  t he  P .O .  a  g r i z z l ed
o ld  guy  pu l l s  up  i n  a  r us t y
p i ck -up .  "Yuh .  Co ld  ou t  t e r
t oday .  Ge t t i n '  bad  wea the r .
So  t hen .  S lee t  t u rn i ng  t a
snow .  Yah .  I ' l l  be  see in '  ya
then . "

They ' r e  napp ing  now .  So
am I .  The  house  i s  an  as ton-
i sh i ng  w reck .  How  do  young
mo the rs  do  i t ?  How d id  I ?

v Day  Two .  6  p .m .  I  ca l l  my
s i s te r - i n - l aw .  I s  6 :30  t oo
ea r l y  t o  pu t  t hem to  bed?  We
laugh .  No ,  she  says .

v Day  Th ree .  Unseasonab le
ra i n  has  coa ted  eve ry th i ng  i n
an  a rmor  o f  i ce .  The re ' s  a
woman ' s  B ib l e  S tudy  a t  my
s i s te r ' s .  W i th  a  babys i t t e r .
I t ' s  on l y  seven teen  m i l es
away  and  we ' re  go ing .  So
wha t  i f  i t ' s  t en  deg rees  and
the  doo rs  on  M icah ' s  van  a re
f r ozen  shu t?  We  c reep  a l ong
on  t r eache rous  shee ts  o f
i ce .  I  t ake  a  w rong  t u rn .  I
c ross  t he  ra i l r oad  t r acks
th ree  t imes  p ray i ng  I  don ' t
s t a l l  i n  f r on t  o f  a  Canad ian
Pac i f i c  and  k i l l  my  g randch i l-
d ren .  The  hea te r  i s  ba re l y
wo rk i ng ,   bu t  Pa ige -y  i s  i n  he r
sea t  s t r i pp i ng .  She  has  he r
m i t t ens  and  ha t  o f f  and  bo th

fee t  a re  ba re .  Anson  i s
repo r t i ng .

v Day  Fou r .  Eve ry  day
Den i s  has  t aken  h i s
wo rk  t o  a  cu te ,  l i t t l e

co f f ee  ca fé  w i t h  f r ee  w i re-
l ess ,  esp resso ,  and  a l l  t ha t .
A  t i ny  f am i l i a r  r esen tmen t
f r om l ong  ago  r i ses .  The
morn ing  was  okay  un t i l  abou t
10 :30  when  eve ryone  go t
hung ry  and  c rabby .  They  l i ke
to  wa l k  up  beh ind  and  cu f f
each  o the r  f o r  t he  heck  o f  i t .
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Proo f  o f  t he  i nna te  need  o f
redemp t i on .  The  nex t  momen t
Anson  hugs  Pa ige -y  and
p lan t s  a  k i ss  on  he r  mou th .

Cou ldn ' t  f i nd  Pa ige -y ' s
s i ppy  cup  anywhe re .  I t ' s  t he
on l y  one  she  has  and  she
wan ts  i t  now .  Sea rched  and
sea rched .  Acc iden ta l l y  f ound
i t  i n  t he  t r ash .  I t  go t  t he re
by  i t se l f ,  I  t h i nk .

v Day  F i ve .  Den i s  home  by

noon .  I  sa i d  he  mus t  be  back
by  t hen .  He  wa l ked  t o  t he  P .O .
w i t h  Anson .  S i x  i nches  o f  new
snow.  I t  poo f s  w i t h  each
s tep .  Anson  i s  so  happy  t o  be
ou ts i de .  Pa ige -y  how ls  a t  t he
w indow hea r t - b roken  a t  be ing
le f t  beh ind .  I  can ' t  bea r  he r
d i sappo in tmen t  so  I  d ress  he r
i n  snow  gea r .  I n  t he  ya rd  she
p lays  on  t he  "Whee . "  I  he l p  he r
c l imb  up  and  she  s l i des  down
in to  t he  snowdr i f t  abou t  a
m i l l i on  t imes .

A f t e r  suppe r  I  s i t  dange r-
ous l y  c l ose  t o  t hem on  t he
couch .  They ' r e  t h row ing  t hem-
se l ves  down  on  t he  cush ions
wh i ch ,  t o  t hem,  i s  h i l a r i ous
en te r t a i nmen t .  The  a i r  a round
Pa ige -y  g rows  a  b i t  ac r i d  -
he r  d i ape r  hangs  l ow  and
heavy  w i t h  eve ry  ge l  capsu le
f i l l ed  t o  capac i t y .  How  l ong
had  I  f o rgo t t en  t o  change

he r?
I  ask ,  " I s  you r  d i ape r

soppy? "
"Yuh . "  He r  s tock  answer  t o

eve ry  ques t i on .
" I s  you r  d i ape r  poopy? "
"Yuh . "
"Have  you  been  ea t i ng  ro t-

t i ng  dee r  ca rcass  aga in? "
"Yuh . "
My  vocabu la r y  has  p re t t y

much  been  reduced  t o  j oose !
poopy ,  and  hode -you .  L i f e ' s
l i t t l e  essen t i a l s .

v Home .  I  m i ss  t hem,  t he i r
l i t t l e  vo i ces  ra i sed  i n  woe ,
t he i r  t i r ed  heads  on  my  shou l-
de r .  We  unde rs tand  t he  va lue
o f  su f f e r i ng ,  bu t  wou ld  s t i l l
spa re  t hem f r om a l l  g r i e f  and
t ragedy .  I f  we  cou ld .

Paliggenesiða- I Need It

v Nor th  Sho re .  So  qu ie t  he re .
So  l ove l y .  Have  been  wa i t i ng
fo r  mon ths  t o  ge t  he re .  The
ho r i zon  i s  emp ty  f r om edge  t o
edge .  No th i ng  bu t  t he  l ake
su r face  moves ,  gen t l y  b rea th-
i ng  i n  swe l l s  as  f a r  as  t he  eye
can  see .  The  sky  i s  g ray .
Wa te r ,  r ocks ,  t r ees ,  a l l  a re
g ray .  Mesmer i z i ng .  My  m ind
s low l y  emp t i es  and  my  hea r t
d ra i ns  away  ca re .  Th i s  i s  t he
Ways ide  I nn  f r om P i l g r im ' s
P rog ress .  S tay ing  f o reve r
wou ld  be  n i ce ,  bu t  we ' r e  j us t
he re  t o  r e f i t .

v S tay i ng  i n  bed  t h i s  mo rn ing .
D r i nk i ng  t ea  Den i s  b rough t .
I t ' s  g ray  and  d r i z z l y  ou t s i de ,
bu t  I 'm  e l a ted .  Las t  n i gh t  I
bea t  a  b l adde r  i n f ec t i on  by
s lamming  16  oz  o f  unswee t-
ened  c ranbe r r y  j u i ce  f ou r
t imes .  You  can ' t  imag ine  how
macho  I  f ee l  -  p roud  t o  sk i p
u rgen t  ca re .

M inu tes  l a t e r  am on  way
to  doc to r  w i t h  k i dney  i n fec-
t i on .  I  bea t  no th i ng !  Fe l t
t o t a l l y  m i se rab le .  The  doc to r
was  k i nd  and  doesn ' t  men t i on
how  i nadv i sab le  t h i s  i s .  

v Ce leb ra t i ng !  Much  be t t e r
t oday .  Fan tas t i c  how  one
momen t  you  don ' t  wan t  t o
l i ve  and  t he  nex t  you ' r e  hun-
g r y  and  mak ing  co rnmea l  pan-
cakes  w i t h  r ea l  map le  sy rup .

v I  know  one  Greek  wo rd  -
do lmades  ( s tu f f ed  g rape
leaves ,  t hey ' r e  yummy) .  I  j u s t
l ea rned  ano the r .
T rans l i t e ra ted  i t  i s
Paliggenesiða.  The  phone t i c
spe l l i ng  i s  pa l - i ng -ghen -es -
ee ' - ah .   I t  r hymes  w i t h  I  have
rag ing  d i a r rhea .  Neve r  m ind
how i t  sounds ,  you  shou ld  l ove
wha t  i t  means .  I t  i s  a l l  t he
fo l l ow ing :  new  b i r t h ,  r ep ro-
duc t i on ,  r enewa l ,  r e - c rea t i on ,
regene ra t i on .  The  Greek  d i c-
t i ona ry  g i ves  seve ra l  uses .  My
favo r i t e :

. . . t he  s i gna l  and  g l o r i ous
change  o f  a l l  t h i ngs  ( i n  heaven
and  ea r t h )  f o r  t he  be t t e r .
Tha t  r es to ra t i on  o f  t he  p r i -
ma l  and  pe r f ec t  cond i t i on  o f
t h i ngs  wh i ch  ex i s t ed  be fo re
the  f a l l  o f  ou r  f i r s t  pa ren t s .

I t ' s  on l y  f ound  tw i ce  i n  t he
New Tes tamen t :

" Jesus  sa id  t o  t hem,  " I  t e l l
you  t he  t r u th ,  a t  t he  r enewa l
o f  a l l  t h i ngs ,  when  t he  Son  o f
Man  s i t s  on  h i s  g l o r i ous
th rone , . . . "  (Ma t t hew  19 :  28 ) .

"Bu t  when  t he  k i ndness  and
love  o f  God  ou r  Sav io r
appea red ,  he  saved  us ,  no t
because  o f  r i gh teous  t h i ngs
we  had  done ,  bu t  because  o f
h i s  me rcy .  He  saved  us
th rough  t he  wash ing  o f
r eb i r t h and  r enewa lby  t he
Ho l y  Sp i r i t "  (T i t us  3 :  5 ) .

Th i s  deep  and  g l o r i ous
hea l i ng  o f  a l l  t h i ngs  t h rough
Chr i s t  i s  so  ce r t a i n  Pau l
speaks  o f  i t  as  a l r eady  hav ing
happened .  I t ' s  wha t  i s
re fe r red  t o  as  "now ,  bu t  no t
ye t . "  When  eve ry th i ng  a round
inv i t es  us  t o  despa i r  pa l i gge-
nes ia  keeps  us  c roche t i ng  l i t-
t l e  ha t s .  Rescue ,  r egene ra-
t i on ,  t ha t  pe r f ec t  Ga rden
we ' ve  l onged  f o r  eve r  s i nce  we
had  t o  l eave  -  i t  w i l l  be ,
a l r eady  i s  -  ou rs .
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Annual Board Meeting

We savor our board of director meetings - having
long-time friends uniquely qualified to advise is a
treasure. This year was exceptional as we gathered
at the Tazelaars in AZ, nourished by their hospitali-
ty and Peggy's fine cooking. This year donations in
December were generous enough to allow an up-dat-
ing and redesign of Ransom's publications and web
site. Our site gets around 45,000 hits a month
and we've needed to rethink what faithfulness looks
like in that part of our ministry as more people visit.
Any of our readers who'd like to send feedback
about the look and usability are welcome to respond.
We are very pleased that this redesign project will
be taken over by Matthew Hundley, who is also our
new webmaster.

Since we are in our 3rd decade of this ministry,
our board began discussing what the future may
hold for Ransom. We never planned to found an
empire or have our ministry go on forever, so we've
begun asking what would happen officially or legally if
we were to die. (No news on that yet.)

And this just in: Denis is going to be a "Switcher"
- something to do with ease of manipulating graph-
ics. Yes! Well. Our Board is 5-2 in favor of Mac
users and Denis has given me SUCH a hard time
because three years ago I joined them. Soft-spoken
Steve Garber commented that staying with a PC
was so old it was "positively reptilian." And now that
he'd get a newer model, the G5? I can't decide if I
should sulk or rejoice.

Coming up

Feb 2-4, Ohio Valley Presbytery Men's Retreat.

Feb. 16-17, Rochesterm MN L'Abri Conference. 
Denis does a plenary and 2 workshops.
Margie does a workshop.

March 2-3, St. Louis, MO Covenant Seminary.
Denis attends a conference: "The Abuse of
Power in Marriages & the Church.

March 2, St. Louis, MO Friday Night at the
Institute. Margie joins Travis Scott at Joe's
Café for a discussion about tattoos and
tattooing.

March 9-10, Norfolk, VA Trinity PC.Denis does
a week-end conference.

March 22, St. Paul, MN Café Con Amore.
Margie leads discussion - "Tina, You Fat
Lard, Come Get Your Dinner": A postmodern
invitation to the table.

March 23-25, Tuscon, AZ Rincon Mt. PCA.
Denis does a weekend conference.

March 30-31 Grand Rapids, MI Calvin College.
Festival of Faith & Music. Denis will attend
and Ransom will also have a display booth.

April 13-15, Austin, TX All Saints Presbyterian,
Growth in Grace Conference. Co-sponsored
by All Saints and Probe Ministries. Denis and
Margie speak.

Thanksgiving & Prayer

We are so thankful for the constant grace
and encouragement we receive from Ransom's
supporters. We'd ask like to ask you continue
to pray for us as we try to speak life into
this generation. We feel humbled in the calling
God has given and sometimes - if we get our
eyes pasted in the wrong direction - 
overwhelmed by our finiteness.

MacMentor 
Ed Hague 

Tunes
my

PowerBook

RRansom Notes
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FFamily Notes

Tennessee.In December Denis & I drove
to Chattanooga to spend Christmas
with Sember, Shaun and our five
grandchildren. Sometimes it felt like

free-basing caffeine with kids, meltdowns, wind-up toys, and requests for
"Talk to me!" But the most memorable moments were family scenes of sweet-
ness. Like all five kids waiting patiently to open their gifts one by one. Climbing
the rocks in the ravine just outside the backdoor. Watching the twins jump the
creek and "fall" in. And seeing Sember healthier than she's been in four years. It

was a wonderful Christmas and we drove all the way there
and back in Pearly Blue, remember?

We stopped at a little neighborhood coffee shop and
met the young woman who runs it. She knows Sember &
Shaun - he sometimes comes in with all five children (four
under the age 3) (a mother would never try this). She
reflected she'd once seen a nature program where a man
brought in a box of ferrets and kept reaching inside to
retrieve a certain one, but it was impossible with the
writhing, furry, heads-poking-up commotion. "Shaun," she
said, "reminds me of
that guy with the fer-
rets.

Illinois. Aunt Ruth is com-
pletely settled in her
lower-level apartment in
Lake Zurich. Marsena
continues to play with
the characters in her new

novel and Jeff oversees the development of
manly tools at Klein's.

Northern Minnesota. While Jerem & Micah
went on a 5-day trip we stayed with grand-
children. (See p. 4)

Grandpa & Anson on the “Whee”

Grandpa & Kaiden

Shaun, Sember, Lishy & Mason

Baby Isobel
almost 11 months



This happened a few days ago on Lake of

the Woods, the border lake near where

our son Jerem lives and fishes. 

Some guy decided to cross the 

pressure  ridge at a bad spot. 

(Everywhere else the ice is 2-3 feet thick.)  

I thought of  "All the purty pick

up" ads we see on TV - the 

promises of cold beer and 

beautiful women at the end 

of the trail. These photos of 

real life beg reflection: the 

process of making a big mistake, 

Slowly sinking,  Getting rescued, 

but not getting completely restored. 

I love these guys - how they attack

a radical problem, help at some cost -

getting wet and cold - and finally 

when    another pickup pulls it out, 

what remains is battered but 

still drivable. 

Looking back at the 

icy, empty hole is chilling. 

Thanks be to God,     

Paliggenesiðahas/is/will 

be our destination.

Warmly,

Margie Haack

P.S. For more in this photo series go 
to www.ransomfellowship.org. 
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FFinal Notes

Toad Hall is the name of our home,
christened by our children. It is from
the book The Wind in the Willows, a
favorite of ours. In it Mole, a shy yet
daring character, and Ratty, who is
much nicer and more sensible than
his name would imply, have many
adventures along the river. One of
their friends is Toad of Toad Hall.
Toad is something of an aristocrat
and lives in a mansion. Otherwise, he
has very little to commend him and
really doesn’t deserve friends since he
is a callous liar, lacks common sense
and, well, he lives for the pleasure of
the moment—which brings him no
end of trouble.

When we moved to Minnesota in 1981,
our children had rarely seen such tall
homes with their imposing three sto-
ries. They were used to one-story
adobes which rambled along in the hot
New Mexico sun. So, to our children, a
midwestern Gothic four-square
looked amazingly like a mansion.
Possibly even as great a house as
Toad Hall.

Managing Editor, Matthew Hundley

Notes From Toad Hall is not available
by subscription. Rather, interested
readers can request to be added to
Ransom’s mailing list, which is updat-
ed frequently. Donors to Ransom
Fellowship,  a 501(c)(3) nonprofit,
tax-deductible ministry, are added to
the mailing list automatically unless
requesting otherwise. Everyone on
Ransom’s mailing list also receives
Critique. To receive them send your
mailing address to: 

Ransom Fellowship
1150 West Center Street
Rochester, MN 55902
e-mail: margie@ransomfellowship.org

All books mentioned in Notes from Toad
Hall may be ordered directly from Hearts
and Minds. A portion of the proceeds will
be donated to Ransom Fellowship.

Order Books From:
"Ya, that wass a close one."


